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S T Y L E by Laura Kruty

Though St. Louis might not have as
fashionable a history as New York or
Paris, the creation of Saint Louis

Fashion Week has given the city its spot on
the sartorial map. 

Several designers make their home here,
allowing the women of St. Louis to be
walking billboards of their creativity, design
and passion. Meet four of them now.

St. Louis Style
Meet 4 designers making their mark on the local fashion scene

Laura Kathleen
Planck, Laura Kathleen

Specialty: “In my design, I
love the feminine, flirty side of
clothes,” Planck says of her dresses
and separates. “Everything I do is
very girly.” 

Background: A St. Louis
native, Planck majored in design
merchandising and textiles at

Western Kentucky University. She attended
Academia Italiana in Florence, Italy, and took
a job with Target in Nashville, Tenn., before
moving back to St. Louis and becoming a
full-time designer in May 2008.

Her fashion roots: “I decided this was
going to be my career in kindergarten,”
Planck says. “Mom taught me the basics
when I was 8, and I created my first pair of
pajamas.” She also designed and made her
prom dresses.

Her fashion inspiration: For this year’s
fall/winter collection, Planck studied birds in
the eastern Missouri region, the way they
moved, their feathers and their silhouettes
while flying, to translate to her clothing. For
her spring/summer 2010 collection, she’s
looking to architecture. She also gleans
inspiration from designers Betsey Johnson,
Oscar de la Renta and Salavatore Ferragamo.

Where to buy: Planck does mostly custom
garments and bridal gowns. Despite the
economy, “people are still getting married,”
she says. She’s also doing a lot of work for

those with fit issues, like a client who is a size
33 and a woman who has polio. 

Where you might have seen her work:
Planck participated in Saint Louis Fashion
Week this past March, Kansas City Fashion
Week in May and will show at the first-ever
New Orleans Fashion Week in September.

In her spare time: Planck enjoys
working out, painting and spending time
with her family. 
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Above and right: Two looks from
Laura Kathleen Planck’s “feminine

and flirty” line, Laura Kathleen
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Specialty: Sertl
turns vintage cashmere
into halters, scarves,
wraps, shrugs and arm
warmers. She often
embellishes with vintage
rhinestone and pearl
buttons, velvet trim,

lace and velvet flower appliqués. 
Background: Sertl, a St. Louis

native, earned a degree in art history
from the University of Missouri-St.
Louis. After a brief stint in nursing
school, Sertl started her fashion design
career in 2003.

Her fashion roots: Sertl’s grand-
mother was a seamstress, and she often
gave Sertl her fabric scraps, with which
she made Barbie clothes. Angelina is
Sertl’s great-grandmother.

Her fashion inspiration: “I would
say real women, my friends,” Sertl says.
“I have a wonderful group of women
friends who are all in business themselves.
There’s no façade with any of these
people.” Sertl also draws inspiration
from the idea of taking something once
discarded and giving it a new life and
says she pays tribute to her grandmother
by using what’s given to her.

Where to buy: Susan Lynn’s sells
Sertl’s pieces, as does a store in Carmel,
Calif. “I’m slowly moving out of the St.
Louis area,” she says. She also does custom
pieces for clients who bring her their
own cashmere and sells pieces on her
Web site.

Where you might have seen her
work: Sertl showed at Saint Louis
Fashion Week this year and at Pronto in
2006. She also has been featured on the
Web site treehugger.com.

In her spare time: Being a mother to
9-year-old Giulina takes up much of Sertl’s
time, especially teaching her how to sew.
She also loves to cook.

Jen Sertl, 
Angelina Accoutrements

Above right: A ruffle scarf and two
halters from designer Jen Sertl,
who takes vintage cashmere and
repurposes it into various items
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Specialty: Lay strives to
infuse rock, country, rustic
and charm into each of her
dresses and separates.

Background: A
Columbia native, Lay grad-
uated with a degree in fash-

ion design from Lindenwood University.
While at Cordwaniers College in London,
Lay studied accessories and was an assistant
to Zandra Rhodes, technical designer at
Lord & Taylor. She started her eponymous
line with her spring 2009 collection and her
husband Rob helping with the financials.

Her fashion roots: “I started sewing
when I was 8 years old,” Lay says. She began
making her own clothes and continued
doing so throughout school. “I always loved
sewing and being creative.” Lay’s family also
owned a women’s clothing store, and her
great aunt did tailoring. “It’s in the blood,”

she says.
Her fashion inspiration: “It’s different

from season to season,” she says. “Music is a
big, big thing for me.” Last season Lay drew
inspiration from an oil painting she found
online of a girl walking on a rainy New York
City night.

Where to buy: Lay’s designs haven’t yet
been picked up by a local boutique. “It’s really
tough out there now,” she says. “Once you
get your first one, it’s easier to get others.”
Right now, she’s doing custom work.

Where you might have seen her work:
Lay sent her work down the runway at Saint
Louis Fashion Week and will show at New
Orleans Fashion Week, for which she is part
of the advisory board, planning the layout of
the event and how the shows will unfold. 

In her spare time: “I’m a mom,” Lay says.
“I’m a wife, mother and fashion designer, in
that order.” 

Suzanne Lay, Suzanne Lay

Above and right:
Two looks from St.
Louis designer
Suzanne Lay’s
eponymous line

Above: Models take to the runway at Saint
Louis Fashion Week wearing designs from
Amy Johnson’s KayOss line
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Amy Johnson,
KayOss Designs

Specialty: Johnson’s niche
is skirts, but she also makes
dresses and tops. “They are all
eye-catching garments, either
through the colors,
images, movement or design
concept,” she says.

Background: Johnson’s
degree is in environmental engineering.
“It was a great job, but I never really
felt passionate about what I was
doing,” she says. In 2006, she went to
Florence, Italy, and took fashion design
classes for fun. “The first day, I fell in
love,” Johnson says. She learned to sew,
had her first fashion show and it grew
from there. She’s been full time since
November 2008.

What’s in a name? “KayOss represents
that individual path of passion everyone was
uniquely born for but is sometimes hard to
find due to everyday distractions, set belief

systems or life’s circumstances,” Johnson says.
Her fashion inspiration: It starts with the

fabric, she says, and the possibilities it holds.
“(The clothing) is inspired by the movement
and the colors and the lay of the fabric,”
Johnson says. 

Where to buy: Vie and Valerie Mills
carry Johnson’s work. 

Where you might have seen her
work: She participated in Saint Louis Fashion
Week, Pronto and Ladue News’ Style File
show. She’ll also be a part of New Orleans
Fashion Week.

In her spare time: Johnson loves sports
and loves being active with running, swimming
and tennis. She also
enjoys traveling,
which serves as
a source of
inspira -
tion.

Log on to www.stlouiswomanmag.com/Links.asp for more information on local designers. 
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